
Introduction
“Sinophobia” is the negative sentiment and hostility toward 
Chinese people, culture, and government. Concomitant with the 
increasing cross-Strait exchange and interaction, this emerging 
anti-China sentiment is becoming one of  the critical political 
cleavages in Taiwan. Past research (Lee et al. 2018) identified two 
dimensions of  Sinophobia: risk-driven and group-difference-driven, yet 
limited in explaining what exactly give rise to such attitudes. This 
study expands on past findings by suggesting an extra fear-based
dimension of  Sinophobic attitudes and postulates threat sensitivity, 
a physiological “built-in” traits linked to divergent manners of  
experiencing and processing environmental threats, as the key 
explanation for Sinophobia that provides better causal leverage.

Hypotheses
Physiological and self-reported threat sensitivity is positively 
related to risk-driven Sinophobia (!") and fear-based Sinophobia 
(!#), while unrelated to group-difference-driven Sinophobia (!$). 

Conclusion
This is the very first study in Taiwan that utilizes psychophysiological 
methods to explain for political attitudes; however, there appears to be no 
empirical support for the effect of  physiological threat sensitivity on
Sinophobia, and some support for the self-reported indicators.
Better ways to capture Sinophobic attitudes should be considered, as well 
as focusing more on the reliability and validity of  physiological measures.
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Methods
180 Taiwanese participants were recruited and presented a series 
of  visual stimuli selected from the Taiwan Affective Picture System. 
The electrodermal activity (EDA) was measured through the 
secretion of  sweat from their fingertips using BioPac MP36R 
machines, and skin conductance response (SCR) was quantified 
with the area-under-the-curve approach. Participants later filled out a 
survey consisted of  Sinophobia items, threat orientation scale, 
political attitudes, personality measures, and demographics. 
Structural equation modeling (SEM) is used to test the effect of  
threat sensitivity on the three latent Sinophobic attitudes with ML 
estimation and robust standard errors through lavaan package in R.

References
Achen, Christopher H., and Te-Yu Wang. 2017. The Taiwan Voter. University of  

Michigan Press.
Lee, Kuan-Chen, Wei-feng Tzeng, Karl Ho, and Harold Clarke. 2018. “Against 

Everything Involving China? Two Types of  Sinophobia in Taiwan.” Journal of  
Asian and African Studies. 53(6): 830-851.

Oxley, Douglas R. et al. 2008. “Political Attitudes Vary with Physiological Traits.” 
Science. 321(5896): 1667-1670.

.

Research Question
Do variations in physiological and self-reported threat sensitivity 
correlate with Taiwanese Sinophobic attitudes?
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